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NOTES ON SOME RECENT DISCOVERIES AT TIVOLI. 

By VINCENZO PACIFICI. 

THE TEMPLE OF HERCULES. 

In the course of some operations recently undertaken to preserve 
the ancient Ponderarium at Tivoli from the infiltration of moisture, 
the torso of a statue of excellent workmanship was discovered lying 
on a marble pavement. Good results being thus assured, the Ministry 
of Public Instruction decided to continue excavations on the site. 
The work was carried out under the supervision of Professor Alessio 
Valle and Cavaliere Silla Rosa de Angelio, Honorary Inspector of 
Ancient Monuments at Tivoli, and was speedily crowned with 
success. There came to lighit, besides, two other fragments of the 
statue, another part of the bust and a head of different proportions; 
and it was also ascertained that the pavement, made of slabs of white 
and violet-coloured marble, belonged to a rectangular chamber which 
showed traces of an apse let into one of the shorter sides and which 
was in an excellent state of preservation. 

The chamber is not large, and is painted throughout a deep 
yellow colour. Along the side on which is the apse there ran a 
graceful festoon, chestnut-brown in colour, of which, however, only 
a very slight indication now remains, thanks to the neglected condition 
in which the monument was left almost as soon as it had been exposed. 
In the centre of the apse is the base of the statue in mason-work, 
ornamented by a marble pilaster on which the figure rested. A fine 
inscription in red capitals was also discovered, and pieced together 
without difficulty. With the aid of other inscriptions from the 
Ponderarium it was possible to restore it as follows:- 

PRO . SALVTE . ET . REDITV . CAESARIS . (Augusti) 
M. VARENVS . I . ET . M . LARTIDI . L . DIPHILVS 

MAG . HERC . (d. s. p. f. c.) 

The new statue, 2 headless and lacking the left arm and the feet, 
represents a seated figure, lightlv clad in heroic style, being partially 
draped with a large cloak which leaves the chest and abdomen 
exposed, but covers the legs with ample, flowing folds. The right 
forearm rests on the right knee; the arm, the chest and all the 

1 The article, as printed, is a translation from the 
Italian. 

2 In the course of the work the arm of another 
statue was also discovered. To judge by the 

proportions, it is quite possible to suppose that the 
head mentioned could have belonged to the statue 
of which this arm was a part. 
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NOTES ON SOME RECENT DISCOVERIES AT TIVOLI. 9I 

undraped parts of the body are modelled with a fine regard for 
anatomical accuracy. The statue may well have been that of 
Hercules. 

06 

The head,1 found beside it, is full of vigour. It evidently belonged 
to a man of mature age: the neck is thick and bull-like: the eyes are 

1 rhe photograph here reproduced (fig. 8) is so 
far misleading that it conveys the false impression 
that the head and the torso belong to the same 
statue. This is not so. The torso may be the 

remains of a Hercules tunicatus like the relief men- 
tioned on p. 94. rhe head, on the other hand, 
may be that of Augustus or of some member of 
the imperial family. 

This content downloaded from 62.122.78.12 on Wed, 11 Jun 2014 10:46:33 AM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


92 NOTES ON SOME RECENT DISCOVERIES AT TIVOLI. 

large and prominent: the nose is aquiline: the mouth is small, and 
tightly closed in a way that imparts to the face an expression of cold 
reserve, but, on the right side, it is drawn down slightly so as to 
suggest a mocking smile. The dimpled chin is strong; the flaps of 
the ears are large; the open brow is crowned by wavy locks that end 
abruptly. If it is not a portrait of Augustus himself, it is certainly 
that of a member of his familv. 

The statue just described, and the chamber which must havc 
housed it, were, as the inscription proves, erected by M. Varenus 
Diphilus, ' Magister Herculaneus,' in honour of Augustus during one 
of his last journeys. M. Varenus Diphilus had been the freedman of 
Caia Varena and M. Lartidius. We already knew him at Tivoli as 
having erected the Ponderarium at his own expense, near the site of 
the recently discovered chamber, as having had his name engraved 
on the mensae ponderariae, 1 and as having set up in the same place 
two statues to his patrons Varena and Lartidius. From the latter of 
these he had, upon his emancipation and admission to the college of 
the Herculanei Augustales, taken his praenomnen and from the former 
his nomen gentilicium. 2 He had had to obtain permission from the 
Senate for the erection of these statues, as is clear from the letters 
1. d. s. c. (locus datus senatuts consulto) with which the pedestal- 
inscriptions end.3 

The Ponderarium, therefore, was under public control, and was 
one of the buildings attached to the famous Heracleum, or Temple 
of Hercules Tiburtinus. As various inscriptions refer to the existence 
of an ordo herculaneorum augustalium, an obvious inference is that 
at Tibur there existed a shrine or temple dedicated to Augustus, to 
whom, as is well known, divine honours were paid even in his lifetime. 
In the eighteenth century Volpi4 conjectured that a niche must have 
been consecrated to the emperor in the Temple of Hercules and 
that in other niches in the same temple there had stood statues of 
Julia, his daughter, and of Livia, his wife. The truth of the 
eighteenth-century archaeologist's hypothesis is now fully established. 
The Augusteum was in one of the buildings adjoining the Temple 
of Hercules. We may hope that the continuation and completion 
of the excavations may bring to light the other portraits of members 
of the imperial family, the numerous other statues, the mosaics and 

1 Engraved on the front of the tables of the 
Ponderarium, which rest on graceful supports, 
ornamented with torches and clubs carved in re- 
lief, is the following inscription M m VARENVS ET 

. M . LARTIDI . L . DIPHILVS . MAG HERC . DE . 

s P . F c. C.I.L. xiv, 3687, and Not. Scavi. 
i883, 86. 

2 An inscription found at Nola mentions one 
Clarus, who was a fellow freedman of Diphilus, 
C.I.L. x, I333, M . VARENVS . ET . M . LARTIDI . L. 

CLARVS. It bears the consular date of the year 

2I B.C., a fact of the highest importance for the 
dating of the buildings at Tibur. cf. G. Gatti. 
Notizie di recenti ritrovamenti di antichita in 
Bull. Arch. Com. di Roma (I902), p. zIo. 

3 One of them is complete and runs as follows 
VARENAE Q F . I MAIORI . I DIPHILVS . L 

L . D s . c the other is restored as follows by 
Borsari :-m Lart I IDIO . SEX I f . PR 

Diphil I vs. 1 d . s c. 
4 R. Volpi, Vetuis Latium profanum, Roma, I745. 

Bk. xviii, 6. 
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NOT'ES ON SOME RECENT DISCOVERIES AT TIVOI,I. 93 

buildings which are mentioned in the inscriptions discovered in the 
vicinity during the course of centuries. 

FIG. 9. HEAD OF A STATUE OF AUGUSTUSC? (p. 92). 

So far I have spoken of the Temple of Hercules without indicating 
precisely its most probable site. Scholars, from Ligorio 1 to Kircher,2 

I Contini e Ligorio, Iconographia Villae tibur- 
tinae, Roma, 175I. 

2 Kircher, Vetus et novum Latium, p. I90. 
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94 NOTES ON SOME RECENT DISCOVERIES AT TIVOLI. 

from Del Re1 to Marzi, 2 from Zappi3 to Cabral,4 have one and all 
identified the Temple of Hercules with the modern cathedral of 
Tivoli, which has been transformed from a pagan temple and dedicated 
to S. Lorenzo, very much as happened to the church of SS. Cosma 
and Damiano in Rome and to many other churches, especially in the 
fifth and sixth centuries. This view is corroborated by a large number 
of inscriptions discovered on the spot, by sundry torsos of statues of 
Hercules, and by a relief of the hero, found a few years ago near the 
mensa ponderaria, which represents him dressed in a cloak with the 
lion's skin on his head and his club in one hand. This may possibly 
be a reproduction of the Hercules tunicatus, which Pliny5 mentions, 
specially revered perhaps in his sanctuary at Tibur. But a document, 
to which I feel bound to direct the attention of scholars, seems to run 
contrary to this assumption. It is a Papal Bull of Benedict VII, 
dated A.D. 978, confirming the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the bishop 
of Tivoli. It contains the following description of the district lying 
round the cathedral:-' Regionem . . . quae appellatur foro et vicu 
patricii et cripo cum aecclesia Sancti Alexandri et aquimolis cum 
forma antiqua iuxta episcopio.' 6 A forum and a vicus patricius are 
here referred to as being in the immediate neighbourhood of the 
bishop's palace which stands to-day, and of the church of S. Alexandro, 
which once stood, close to the cathedral; and, furthermore, mention 
is made of the still-existing mills and of a canal which even now bears 
the name of ' Forma.' Moreover, traces of the forum survive in 
various arched substructions in the Piazza dell' Olmo, and the vicus 
patricius is vouched for by Zappi, the sixteenth-century annalist of 
Tibur, who saw near the cathedral the remains of a Roman house 
belonging to Lucius Nonius, as well as by the foundations of a Roman 
house still visible within the Villa d'Este. In the last resort, however, 
the document can be reconciled with the opinions cited above and 
permits the conclusion that in the Forum of Tibur there must have 
been a temple dedicated to the demi-god. 

The semicircular stretch of opus reticulatum, dating from before 
the imperial age, which is still visible behind the apse of the cathedral, 
is a relic of the temple. The arched substructions beneath the 
adjacent Piazza dell' Olmo, which also belong to the pre-imperial 
period, and the porticos found behind the semicircle mentioned above, 
mark the circuit of the Forum of Tibur, which, bounded by colon- 
nades, must have extended for some distance in front of the present 
faSade of the cathedral to a point where there is still to be seen a large 
arch composed of blocks of travertine and opus incertum. 7 

1 A. del Re, Antichita tiburtind, 6. Bibl. Vatic ... 
Fonds Barberini. 

2 F. Marzi, Historia ampliata di Tivoli, Roma, 
i675. 

3 G. M. Zappi (Ed. V. Pacifici), Annali e 
memorie di Tivoli, Tivoli, I920. 

4 S. Cabral and F. del Re, Ville e mnonutmenti di 
Tivoli, Roma, I779. 

6 Nat. Hist. xxxiv, 19, 93. 

6 L. Bruzza, Regesto della chiesa di Tivoli, Roma, 
o88o-x886, p. 32. 

I R. Lanciani, Sopra i propilei del temnpio d' 
Ercole, in Bull. Arch. Cont. di Rorna, I892, p. 293. 

A. del Re, op. cit. c. 6. 
F. Sebastiani, Viaggio a Tivoli, Foligno, I8z8, 

p. 131 seq. 
R. del Re, Tivoli. Monumenti e Storia, Tivoli, 

1905. 
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But the whole of the Temple of Hercules could not be contained 
within such a confined space, and the view that its area was much 
more extensive is supported by Juvenal1 who refers to it as ' a monu- 
ment of unsurpassed beauty towering upon the summits of Tibur,' by 
Aulus Gellius2 who speaks of a library housed within it, by Appian3 
who says that Augustus borrowed its treasures, by Suetonius4 who 
tells how the emperor frequently held courts of justice in its colon- 
nades. This view is supported, too, by the inscriptions which refer 
to the numerous parts of its vast structure and make mention of its 
zotheca, its theatre, its exedra, and a great number of other buildings. 
Famous enough all the world over to give to Tibur the epithet of 
Herculeum applied to it by Martial,,5 or itself to assume that of 
TLfoupLvLov ? it even contained an oracle which Statius 6 

mentions. In the republican period the temple must have been 
confined entirely to the area within the forum (I do not think, for 
the reasons I have given above, that there can be any question of a 
public basilica), but in the Augustan age it was largely extended, like 
the Temple of Fortuna at Praeneste. At that time, not merely at 
the expense of the city, but in all probability with the aid of con- 
tributions from the whole of Italy and from private individuals as 
well, the buildings were enlarged under the supervision of local 
officials. Stretching down as far as the Roman Campagna below the 
hill of Tibur the area would occupy a large rectangle, between the 
so-called Porta Scura and the gardens of Votanus. The remains of 
the temple, now visible in the premises of a paper-factory, were, up 
to the time of De Chaupy and Nibby, 7 who first advanced this new 
theory, regarded as ruins of the Villa of Maecenas. Numerous 
inscriptions8 exist which refer to various buildings forming the large 
structure of the temple. Canina9 has attempted an attractive, but 
somewhat fanciful, restoration. 

It can be assumed, then, with fair probability that the highest 
point of the temple-area coincided with the present site of the 
cathedral and that the ancient columns now incorporated in the 
fabric of the cathedral are those of the celia of the temple. Adjoining 
the temple would be the Ponderarium, the Augusteum and other 
public buildings belonging to the Forum Tiburtinum. The gardens 
and houses of Tivoli conceal the slopes once graced by this imposing 
temple which, in site and perhaps in magnificence, had something 
in common with the Temple of Fortuna at Praeneste. 10 

1 xiv, 86 seq. 
2 Noct. AItt. ix, I14. 
3 Bell. Civ. 24. 

4 Aug. 72- 
5 Martial, i, IZ. Silius Italicus mentions the 

temple in iv, 224, and Propertius in ii, 21. 

6 Silvae, i, 3. 

I Nibby, Analisi; De Chaupy, Maison d'Horace. 
8 C.I.L. xiv, 3664, 3666, 3667, 3668, 3669, 

3678, 3685, 3686, 3687. 
9 Canina, Edifici; R. del Re, loc. cit. 

1 0 H. C. Bradshaw, Praeneste. A study for its 
restoration, in P.B.S.R. vol. ix. 
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